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SMART CORNER MOVE SNAPPING 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates to desktop publishing (DTP) technology. 

BACKGROUND 

A computer used for DTP displays an electronic document of a selected size as an 
editing form on the screen of a CRT display device. Usually, reference lines are set in this 
electronic document, and these comprise a plurality of horizontal lines and a plurality of 
vertical lines known as a grid. Then a page structural element known as an object is formed 
on the screen or introduced from outside and arranged-in the electronic document. An object 
usually comprises a frame demarcating its region and data contents such as graphics or text 
set inside that frame. 

Precise arrangement of these types of objects in an electronic document is important 
in DTP. When a pointing device, such as a mouse, is used, a cursor on the screen is 
positioned on the object. The pointing device's button is clicked, thus holding (selecting) the 
object, and the mouse is operated and the object is moved with the cursor and can be moved 
to the desired location in the electronic document. In addition, it is also possible to move an 
object to the desired location by inputting the object's X and Y coordinates using a keyboard. 
Furthermore, the grid is provided with attraction points (known as snap points) at 
intersections, and the object too is provided with a plurality of attraction points. Therefore, 
for example, when an object is moved near the desired location by the pointing device, some 
of the object's attraction points are attracted to the grid's attraction points (a process known 
as snapping), whereby the object becomes precisely coordinated with the grid. That is, by 
using attraction technology it is not necessary to precisely match the object to the grid to the 
very end by manual operation; rather, simply by moving the object near the desired location, 
the object is attracted and automatically coordinates with the grid and is positioned. 

This sort of attraction technology is extremely useful in layout editing for precisely 
positioning objects in an electronic document using a grid. Nevertheless, ordinary objects 



are provided with a plurality of attraction points, and particularly when the grid spacing is 
small relative to the size of the object, there are instances when the object's attraction points 
and the grid's attraction points frequently attract and the operation of positioning the object 
becomes complicated and imprecise. In addition, depending on the object's configuration 
5 (for example, a grid set as a manuscript writing form), the object has a plurality of attraction 
points so the operation of positioning it may become difficult. 



SUMMARY 

In one aspect, the invention is directed to a layout editing system for arranging page 

10 structural elements in an electronic document. The layout editing system has a display 

device, a first supply device, a second supply device, a movement device, and an attraction 
state control. The first supply device supplies the display device with an electronic document 
having a grid.provided with a plurality of first attraction points for display on the display 
device. The second supply device supplies a page structural element whose outline is 

15 demarcated by a frame on the electronic document displayed on the display device. The page 
structural element is provided with a plurality of attractive second attraction points to adjust 
its position in accordance with the plurality of first attraction points. The movement device 
holds the page structural element and moves it to a desired location in the electronic 
document by manual user operation. The attraction state control controls the attraction of 

20 only one attraction point selected from among the plurality of second attraction points while 
the page structural element is being held by the movement device. 

Implementations of the invention may include one or more of the following features. 
The movement device may be a pointing device such as a mouse or track ball, etc., and the 
page structural element may be kept in a held state by clicking the pointing device's button, 

25 e.g., by pressing it down. The pointing device may be linked to a cursor on the display 

device. When the cursor is positioned inside the frame of the page structural element and the 
page structural element is being held, only the second attraction point nearest the cursor may 
be made attractive, and other second attraction points may be set in a nonattractive state. The 
layout editing system may have an attractive operation mode setting mechanism to select a 

30 first attractive operation mode that sets a state of attracting to all of the plurality of first 
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attraction points, or a second attractive operation mode that sets a state of attracting only to 
pre-selected points within the plurality of first attraction points. This attractive operation 
mode setting mechanism may include a predetermined key on the keyboard, and the second 
attractive operation mode may be set while this key is kept pressed down, whereas when the 
5 key is not pressed down, the first attractive operation mode may be set. 

In another aspect, the invention is directed to a layout editing method for arranging 
page structural elements in an electronic document. In the method, an electronic document 
having a grid provided with a plurality of first attraction points is displayed on a display 
device. A page structural element whose outline is demarcated by a frame on the electronic 
10 document is also displayed on the display device. The page structural element is provided 
£3 with a plurality of attractive second attraction points to adjust its position in accordance with 

Jiff the plurality of first attraction points. Upon detecting that the cursor is positioned inside the 

i H frame of the page structural element and that the button of a pointing device linked to the 

%j cursor is pressed down, the page structural element is held and only the second attraction 

="15 point nearest to the cursor is selected in an attractive state from among the plurality of second 

~ attraction points. A probe point is set that keeps the relative positional relationship of the 

f i 

*t second attraction point and the cursor at that time. When the pointing device is operated in 

f * the holding state and the cursor is moved, the second attraction point that has been made 

□ attractive to the movement of the cursor is moved and attracted to the first attraction point 

20 nearest the probe point, and the page structural element is moved. 

Implementations of the invention may include one or more of the following features. 
A first attraction mode may set attraction to all of a plurality of first attraction points, and a 
second attraction mode may set attraction only to those equivalent to a preselected pattern 
within the plurality of first attraction points. The first and second attraction modes may be 
25 selected according to whether a specific predetermined key on the keyboard is pressed down 
or released. 

In another aspect, the invention is directed to an apparatus with a computer-readable 
storage medium tangibly embodying program instructions for causing a computer to perform 
the method. 
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In another aspect, the invention is directed to a layout editing system for arranging 
page structural elements in an electronic document. The layout system has a display, a 
memory, a moving device and a processor. The memory stores an electronic document and a 
page structural element to be output on the display, the electronic document having a grid 
provided with a plurality of first attraction points, the page structural element having a 
plurality of attractive second attraction points and an outline demarcated by a frame. The 
processor is coupled to the memory, the display and the movement device, and is configured 
to adjust a position of the page structural element on the display in response to user operation 
of the movement device such that at least one of the plurality of first attraction points tends to 
align with at least one of the plurality of second attraction points. The processor is further 
configured to cause only one second attraction point selected from the plurality of second 
attraction points to become attractive during operation of the movement device. 

Implementations of the invention may include one or more of the following features. 
The movement device may include a pointing device, and the processor may be configured to 
cause the only one second attraction point to be selected when a bottom on the pointing 
device is pressed. The processor may be configured to operate in one of a first attractive 
operation mode and a second attractive operation mode. In the first attractive operation 
mode, the processor may set a state of attracting to all of the plurality of first attraction 
points. In the second attractive operation mode, the processor may set a state of attracting 
only to a selected predetermined pattern within the plurality of first attraction points. The 
processor may select one of the first and second attractive operation modes based on user 
input on a keyboard. The movement device may have a cursor displayed on the display 
device, and the processor may be configured to make only the second attraction point nearest 
to the cursor attractive when the cursor is positioned inside the page structural element frame. 

Potential advantages of the invention may include one or more of the following. The 
invention may resolve the aforesaid prior art defects and provide a layout editing system and 
method with improved workability. A computer-readable recording medium may store a 
program for computer execution of this layout editing method. 

The details of one or more embodiments of the invention are set forth in the accompa- 
nying drawings and the description below. Other features, objects, and advantages of the 
invention will be apparent from the description and drawings, and from the claims. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 : A schematic block diagram showing a DTP system incorporating the 
inventive layout editing mechanism. 

FIG. 2: A schematic block diagram showing the inventive layout editing program 
converted to a DTP system incorporated into a general-purpose computer system. 

FIG. 3: A schematic view showing electronic document 22 having grid 23 on the 
screen of a display device and page structural element 24 to be laid out displayed thereon, 
based on one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 4A: A flowchart showing the procedure for the inventive layout editing 
processing. 

FIG. 4B: A flowchart showing a branching sequence forming a part of the flowchart 
in FIG. 4A. 

FIG. 5 A: A schematic diagram showing the stage of performing layout editing 
processing based on one embodiment of the present "invention. 

FIG. 5B: A schematic diagram showing another stage of performing layout editing 
processing based on one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5C: A schematic diagram showing another stage of performing layout editing 
processing based on one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5D: A schematic diagram showing another stage of performing layout editing 
processing based on one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5E: A schematic diagram showing another stage of performing layout editing 
processing based on one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5F: A schematic diagram showing another stage of performing layout editing 
processing based on one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5G: A schematic diagram showing another stage of performing layout editing 
processing based on one embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 6: A schematic diagram showing an example of the page grid structure and 
cursor movement and the movement of a page structural element linked thereto based on one 
embodiment of the present invention. 



FIG. 7: A schematic diagram showing an example of the page grid structure and 
cursor movement and the movement of a page structural element linked thereto based on 
another embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 8A-8C: Structural diagrams showing embodiments of the inventive attraction 
state control mechanism. 

Like reference numbers and designations in the various drawings indicate like 
elements. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

FIG. 1 shows a DTP processing system with the present invention incorporated. The 
DTP processing system shown in FIG. 1 has a DTP processing control device 2, which can 
perform typesetting processing and platemaking and so forth; a display device 3 for 
displaying the data being processed; a movement device or movement means 4 for moving 
the data displayed-on. display device 3-on4he screen; -an input -means 5 for inputting various 
types of data used in DTP processing (for example, graphics or text data); and an output 
means 6 for outputting edited data. 

DTP processing control device 2 has an electronic document supply device, or 
electronic document supply means, 2a; the electronic documents or editing forms supplied 
by that electronic document supply means 2a to display device 3 for display have a grid 
provided with a plurality of attraction points, also known as snap points. Furthermore, the 
grid, as will be described in detail later, consists of reference lines including a plurality of 
vertical lines and a plurality of horizontal lines on pages in the electronic document when 
displayed on display device 3; at least one page structural element, also known as a page 
object, is positioned on the electronic document using the grid. Two or more different grid 
formats may be selectively used. Attraction points are usually provided at the points where 
the grid's vertical lines and horizontal lines intersect; these mutually attractive attraction 
points are provided in the page structural element and have the function of mutually 
coordinating their positions. 

DTP processing control device 2 also has a page structural element supply device, or 
supply means, 2b. This is displayed on display device 3 after graphic data or text data or the 
like are created by the user on display device 3 or, if previously created, is inputted via input 



means 5 for display on display device 3. A page structural element, as will be described in 
detail later, is a page object to be laid out in an electronic document displayed on display 
device 3, and basically has a frame demarcating its region, graphic data or text data to be 
included in the frame, and a plurality of attraction points. When a page structural element is 
5 displayed on display device 3, the user operates movement means 4 and moves the page 

structural element on the screen of display device 3 and positions it at the desired location in 
the electronic document. In this case, as described previously, a page structural element is 
provided with a plurality of attraction points, and the grid arranged in the electronic 
document also has a plurality of attraction points, so when the user operates movement 
10 means 4 and moves the page structural element in the electronic document, the page 
C3 structural element moves while its attraction points are being attracted to the grid's attraction 

points. 

jLj DTP processing control device 2 also has an attraction state control, or attraction state 

Ss control means, 2c. When a page structural element is moved as described above, attraction 

f~i 15 state control means 2c improves the operability of page structural element layout processing 
l a by controlling the specified state of attraction between the page structural element and the 

• % j grid. That is, as will be described in detail later, according to the present invention, when a 

[~ page structural element is moved by movement means 4, only one of the attraction points in 

E3 the plurality of attraction points provided in the page structural element is selected and made 

E s 

20 attractive; the remaining attraction points are made non-attractive. As a result, the user's 
processing performance in arranging page structural elements in an electronic document is 
dramatically improved, and it is possible to position the page structural elements precisely. 
Furthermore, various types of configurations are possible to selectively configure the 
attraction of only one of the attraction points in the plurality of attraction points provided in 

25 the page structural element. For example, if movement means 4 is a mouse, it is possible to 
select and make attractive the attraction point at the distance nearest the cursor present in the 
page structural element when the mouse is clicked. 

In addition to the aforesaid, DTP processing control device 2 also includes various 
other functions and components known to persons skilled in the art as necessary for ordinary 

30 DTP. Also, an electronic document that has been laid out and edited and that is finished with 
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DTP processing is outputted via output means 6, and it is possible to perform platemaking 
operations, for example, using the resulting output data. 

As shown in FIG. 1, the inventive layout editing system can be included as part of 
DTP system 1, but the inventive layout editing system can also be installed as a layout 
5 editing system in a general-purpose computer system 10 as shown in FIG. 2, or can constitute 
a DTP system. That is, in the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, system 10 has a CPU 1 1, a 
memory 12, a CRT 13, a hard disk 14, a keyboard 15, a mouse 16, a CD-ROM drive 17, a 
FD drive 18, and a printer 19. These units are interconnected via a bus 9. A layout editing 
program 8' is installed in system 10 via CD-ROM drive 17 or FD drive 18, and stored on 
10 hard disk 14, for example. Then, when the layout editing program 8 is started by a user 
n operating keyboard 15 or mouse 16, it is loaded into memory 12 as shown in the diagram, 

w Therefore CPU 1 1 and layout editing program 8 loaded into memory 12 coexist, and 

Iff constitute a DTP processing control device that includes electronic document supply means 

:^ 2a, page structural element supply means 2b, and attraction state control means 2c as shown 

" 15 in FIG. 1. Therefore one aspect of the present invention provides a computer-readable 
e " recording medium storing a layout editing program that can convert a general-purpose 

*!■ computer system into a DTP processing system. 

§=- FIG. 3 shows part of the screen display of FIG. 1 's display device 3 that is possible 

f 3 when it is FIG. 2's CRT, for example. That is, electronic document 22 is displayed on screen 

u 20 21 as an editing form, and layout editing of various types of page structural elements is 

performed thereon. Electronic document 22 can be displayed on screen 21 by clicking with a 
mouse on "file" icon 25a, for example, in a menu bar 25 displayed along the top edge of 
screen 21, and selecting item "new document" (not shown). Then, when electronic document 

22 is displayed on screen 21, page grid 23 is displayed on electronic document 22 based on 
25 values set by questions to the user in a dialog box or as predetermined defaults. Layout grid 

23 (hereinafter simply "grid") comprises reference lines used in layout editing and arranged 
within a page of electronic document 22. In the example shown here, grid 23 is formatted as 
a manuscript form for horizontal writing, but grids with various other formats exist, such as 
manuscript forms for vertical writing, graph paper format, etc. Grid 23 usually has a 

30 plurality of horizontal lines and a plurality of vertical lines, and also has a plurality of 

attraction points. Grid 23's display/nondisplay on electronic document 22 can be controlled 

8 



by clicking "View" icon 25d in menu bar 25 and making a pulldown menu appear, and 
selecting "grid display" or "grid nondisplay" therein (not shown). Grid 23 's attraction 
function can be used whether "display" or "nondisplay" is selected. 

In FIG. 3 page structural element 24 is also disposed on electronic document 22. 
5 Page structural element 24 is created, for example, by the user clicking on grid tool 26b for 
the horizontal writing manuscript form format (also known as frame grid) in tool box 26 and 
dragging it the desired length across screen 21. Tool box 26 also has grid tool 26c for 
vertical writing manuscript form format and selection tool 26a for selecting objects displayed 
on the screen, and includes various other known editing tools. In addition, menu bar 20 also 
10 contains functions for performing common editing tasks such as copying and pasting under 
"Edit" 25b and functions for setting grid format and spacing and so forth under "Layout" 
25d. 

Incidentally, according to the present invention, as shown in FIG. 3, processing 
performance is improved when laying out page structural element 24 on electronic document 

15 22 set with grid 23, and the user can easily and precisely perform layout tasks. 

Next, one embodiment of the present invention's layout editing method shall be 
described with reference to the flowcharts in FIGS. 4A~4B and the schematic diagrams in 
FIGS. 5A-5G. Furthermore, in this embodiment, as shown in FIG. 5 A, grid 123 set in the 
electronic document is graph paper format, so it has plurality of vertical lines 123v and 

20 plurality of horizontal lines 123h, and it is assumed that these vertical lines and horizontal 
lines are evenly spaced. Therefore, a pair of adjacent vertical lines 123v, and a pair of 
adjacent horizontal lines 123h, demarcate square-shaped cell 123c therein. As shown in FIG. 
6, each cell 123c has nine attraction points: tl (top left), tc (top center), tr (top right), cl 
(center left), cc (center center), cr (center right), bl (bottom left), be (bottom center), br 

25 (bottom right). In FIGS. 5 and 6 the nine attraction points of one cell 123c in grid 123 are 
shown as circles, but it should be understood that all cells similar to cell 123c in grid 123 
have nine attraction points. However, the three attraction points on the boundary line at the 
shared boundary between adjacent cells are shared by the pair of adjacent cells. In addition, 
in FIGS. 5 and 6 the attraction points for one cell are shown as circles, but this is simply an 

30 example; attraction points do not necessarily have to be of this sort of size and shape, and the 
attraction distance of each attraction point can be set to the desired value using known 
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technology. In addition, in this embodiment each cell has nine attraction points, but the 
number of attraction points each cell has can be set to an optional number other than nine. 

In addition, in the embodiment described in FIGS. 4 and 5 page structural element 24 
has (1) frame 41 demarcating its region, (2) text data 44 included in that region, (3) 
surrounding box 42 (also known as a bounding box), which comprises a pair of horizontal 
lines indicating frame 41 's height and a pair of vertical lines indicating its width, and (4) four 
attraction points 43a~43d. In the example shown here frame 41 is trapezoidal, but 
surrounding box 42 is always rectangular. The four attraction points 43a~43d are 
respectively positioned at the four corners of surrounding box 42. Incidentally, in FIGS. 5 
and 6 the respective attraction points on grid 123 and page structural element 24 are shown as 
circles for convenience in explanation, but the attraction points do not always have to be 
displayed on screen 21 as circles. 

FIG. 5 A shows the situation when page structural element 24 is created on grid 123. 
In-addition, it shows that the user has operated the mouse and positioned its cursor 40 inside 
frame 41 of page structural element 24. If the user clicks the mouse — that is, presses down 
on the mouse's left button (step SI) — in this state, cursor 40 holds page structural element 24 
(i.e., selects it), and if the mouse's left button continues to be held down in this state, only the 
attraction point nearest in distance to cursor 40 (attraction point 43c in this case) of the four 
attraction points 43a~43d in page structural element 24 is set to be attractive, and the 
remaining three attraction points 43a, 43b, and 43d are set to be nonattractive (step S2). 
Only attraction point 43c is set to be attractive, so in FIG. 5A attraction point 43c is shown 
converted to a black circle. In grid 123, meanwhile, as described previously, each cell 123c 
has nine attraction points, shown here as white circles; which are assumed to be always kept 
in an attractive state. At this point in time page structural element 24's selected attraction 
point 43c sets a probe point whose positional relationship relative to cursor 40 does not 
change. That is, the probe point is an imaginary point, and when the mouse is clicked and 
page structural element 24 is held — that is, selected — by cursor 40, this selects attraction 
point 43, which is nearest in distance to cursor 40, the probe point can be defined as the point 
which maintains the relative positional relationship of cursor 40 and attraction point 43c at 
this time. 
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Next, as shown in FIG. 5B, when the user drags the mouse and moves it in the 
direction indicated by arrow A on the screen, cursor 40, which is linked to the mouse 
movement, starts to move in the direction indicated by arrow a (parallel to arrow A) (step 
S3). When this happens, the position of the probe point, which changes with the movement 
of cursor 40, is determined (step S4), and in this case, as shown in FIG. 5 A, the probe point 
position is at almost exactly the same position as attraction point 43c, and the probe point (in 
this case, attraction point 43c) is nearest to cell 123c's center left attraction point cl, so the X 
coordinate of the selected attraction point 43c is changed to the X coordinate of center left 
attraction point cl in cell 123c (step S6). Next, the Y coordinate of the selected attraction 
point 43c is changed to the Y coordinate of center left attraction point cl in cell 123c (step 
S7). As a result, page structural element 24 is attracted so that the selected attraction point 
43c coordinates its position with cell 123c's center left attraction point cl and moves to the 
position shown in FIG. 5B. Furthermore, in this case the attraction mode correction key was 
pressed down in decision step S5, so it can be assumed that attractive operation mode 1 was 
selected. 

Next, if the user keeps the mouse button pressed down (step S9), and, as shown in 
FIG. 5B, if the user drags the mouse farther in the direction of arrow A and moves cursor 40 
in the direction of arrow a (step S10), the program loops back to step S3 and determines the 
position of probe point 45 relative to the new position of cursor 40 (step S4). Then, as 
described previously, attractive operation mode 1 is currently set, so the program advances to 
steps S6 and S7. In this case, if the user continues to drag the mouse as shown in FIG. 5B, 
page structural element 24's attraction point 43c remains attracted to cell 123c's center left 
attraction point cl and its position does not change, but as cursor 40 gradually moves over 
page structural element 24 in the direction of arrow a, probe point 45 maintains its relative 
positional relationship with the cursor and moves in the same direction. Then, when the 
movement of probe point 45 brings it nearest to cell 123c's bottom left attraction point bl, the 
X coordinate of selected attraction point 43c is changed to the X coordinate of 123c's bottom 
left attraction point bl (step S6), and then the Y coordinate of selected attraction point 43c is 
changed to the Y coordinate of 123c's bottom left attraction point bl (step S7), and as a result 
selected attraction point 43c is attracted to cell 123c's bottom left attraction point bl, and 
page structural element 24 moves to the position shown in FIG. 5C (step S8). 

11 



If the user continues to drag the mouse farther in the same direction, page structural 
element 24 keeps the position shown in FIG. 5C for a short while, but cursor 40 and probe 
point 45, which keeps the relative positional relationship that it initially had with the cursor, 
continue to move in the direction of arrow a, so ultimately the probe point becomes nearest to 
5 cell 123c's bottom center attraction point be. Therefore, as in the previously described step, 
the X and Y coordinates of selected attraction point 43c are changed to the X and Y 
coordinates of cell 123c's bottom center attraction point be, and as a result, attractive 
operation occurs, and page structural element 24 jumps to the position shown in FIG. 5D. If 
the user continues to drag the mouse in the same direction, this processing step is repeated, 

10 and page structural element 24 jumps and moves from the position shown in FIG. 5D to the 
position shown in FIG. 5E. Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 5E, all of grid 123's attraction 
points are attractive, but of attraction points 43a~43d at the four corners of page structural 
element 24, only attraction point 43c nearest cursor 40 is attractive; the other three points 
43a, 43b, and 43d are nonattractive; consequently, only attraction point 43c is attracted to 

15 one corresponding attraction point on grid 123; none of the remaining three attraction points 
43a, 43b, and 43d are attracted to any attraction point on the grid. If the user releases the 
pressed-down mouse button after moving to the position shown in FIG. 5E, program 30 
branches from step S9 to step SI 1. 

Next, let us assume that the user moves the mouse without clicking the button and 

20 positions the cursor as shown in FIG. 5F, near the top left corner inside the frame 41 region 
of page structural element 24, and then clicks the mouse button (step SI). As a result, in this 
case the page structural element 24 attraction point nearest cursor 40 is attraction point 43 a, 
so attraction point 43a is selected, and a probe point is set to keep unchanged the current 
position of attraction point 43a and cursor 40 (step S2). Therefore, in this case, only 

25 attraction point 43a is set in an attractive state, and the remaining three attraction points 43b, 
43c, and 43d are set to be nonattractive, so only attraction point 43a is shown as a black 
circle. 

Next, as shown in FIG. 5G, if the user drags the mouse in order to move on the screen 
in the direction indicated by arrow A', cursor 40 starts to move in the direction of arrow A' 
30 (step S3), and as a result the new probe point position relative to the new cursor 40 position 
is determined (step S4). Then, as described previously, attractive operation mode 1 is 



selected in this example, so in decision step S5 the program branches to "Y", and the X 
coordinate of selected attraction point 43a is changed to the X coordinate of cell 123c's top 
left attraction point tl, which is nearest to the probe point (step S6), and the Y coordinate is 
similarly changed to the Y coordinate of cell 123c's top left attraction point tl (step S7), and 
as a result page structural element 24 is attracted to the position shown in FIG. 5G and moves 
(step S8). 

As described above, page structural element 24 usually has a plurality of attraction 
points, but according to the present invention, when a page structural element is held or 
selected by a mouse click or the like, only a single attraction point nearest cursor 40 is made 
attractive, and all of the remaining attraction points are made nonattractive. Thus, in this 
manner, of the plurality of attraction points of page structural element 24, only the single 
attraction point nearest in distance to cursor 40 is made attractive, so the user operation of 
laying out page structural element 24 is dramatically improved. That's because page 
structural element 24 is selected by cursor 40 when laying out page structural element 24 on 
the screen, and moreover the only attraction point made attractive is the one nearest the 
cursor position, which currently has the highest interest within page structural element 24 
because of performing layout, so the user can precisely and swiftly grasp the relative 
positional relationship between grid 123 and page structural element 24. 

In this manner, one feature of the present invention is that only one of page structural 
element 24 's plurality of attraction points is selectively made attractive, but it is also possible 
to achieve a distinctive effect by also providing grid 123 with a plurality of attraction points 
and selectively making these grid attraction points attractive. For example, as shown in FIG. 
6, grid 123's cells 123c each have nine attraction points. In the usual state, all of the 
attraction points are kept attractive. Therefore, in the embodiment shown in FIG. 6 for 
example, if cursor 40 is moved in the direction indicated by arrow A" while holding 
(selecting) page structural element 24, page structural element 24 moves along the stairstep- 
like route indicated by dotted line B. That is, cursor 40 as operated by the user moves 
smoothly along a slanted line from top right to bottom left (arrow A"), but page structural 
element 24, whose movement is linked to the movement of cursor 40, is always coordinated 
with grid 123 and moves while jumping from one grid attraction point to the next attraction 
point because of the attraction operation. Incidentally, moving page structural element 24 
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along route B in this manner is very effective when it is necessary to precisely position it on 
grid 123, but sometimes the user wants to move page structural element 24 over a relatively 
long distance, and in this sort of situation it moves along route B so the attraction operation is 
repeated frequently and page structural element 24 jumps frequently and is difficult to look 
at. Therefore, in another preferred embodiment of the present invention, only selected 
attraction points corresponding to a predetermined pattern among grid 123's plurality of 
attraction points are made attractive; this makes it possible to reduce the number of times the 
attraction operation occurs, even when page structural element 24 is moved over a relatively 
long distance. Using FIG. 6 as an example of this, for example, as shown by route C, only 
the attraction points at the intersections of grid 123 are made attractive, and the other 
attraction points are set to be nonattractive. By controlling the attractive state of attraction 
points in grid 123 in this manner it is possible to always perform optimal movement control 
of page structural element 24 according to the situation: when fine positioning is necessary, 
when it has to be moved over a long distance, etc. 

Next, with reference to FIGS. 4B and 7, another embodiment of the present invention 
shall be explained. The series of procedures shown in FIG. 4B constitutes part of the 
flowchart shown in FIG. 4A. It is a routine branched to when the decision result in decision 
step S5 is "N". That is, decision step S5 is a step that branches according to whether the 
"attractive mode correction key" is down (pressed), and thus "Y" (i.e. first attractive 
operation mode") or <C N" (i.e., "second attractive operation mode"). When attraction state 
control is performed in the present invention, only a single one of the plurality of attraction 
points in page structural element 24 satisfying a specified parameter (for example, nearest in 
distance to cursor 40) is made attractive, and all of the other attraction points are set to be 
nonattractive. Referring to FIG. 4A, in the first embodiment of the present invention the first 
attractive operation mode was set as described previously, so a single attraction point set to 
be attractive can be attracted to any attraction point on grid 123. On the other hand, for 
example, depending on the format of grid 123, there are instances when it is more desirable 
that page structural element 24's single attractive attraction point be attracted to a specific 
predetermined pattern among grid 123's plurality of attraction points rather than be attracted 
to all of grid 123's attraction points. For example, the case shown in FIG. 7, where grid 123 
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has a plurality of horizontal lines 123a and a plurality of gaps 123b disposed between them at 
specified intervals is an example when using this is desirable. 

FIG. 7 shows part of page grid 123 displayed on the screen, with page structural 
element 24 disposed thereon. In this case, page structural element 24 has frame 45 
demarcating its region, rectangular surrounding box 46 demarcated by the height and width 
of frame 45, and eight attraction points 48a~48h (shown as black squares) arranged on 
surrounding box 46. Also, a text grid corresponding to grid 123 is demarcated inside frame 
45, and this text grid has a plurality of horizontal lines 45a and a plurality of gaps 45b 
disposed between them at specified intervals, and each horizontal line 45a has a plurality of 
character frames 45c. As shown in the drawing, each character frame 45c can accommodate 
one character. In addition, in this example text inflow port 47a and text outflow port 47b are 
provided in frame 45 of page structural element 24; by using these it is possible to flow text 
into or out of frame 45. FIG. 7 shows the state when text is written in the first two horizontal 
lines. 

Also, as shown in FIG. 7, cursor 40 is positioned inside frame 45, and if page 
structural element 24 is held (selected) by the user clicking the left mouse button, for 
example, in this state, only attraction point 48a, which is nearest the current position of 
cursor 40, is selected and made attractive in accordance with the basic principle of the 
present invention, and the other attraction points 48b~48h are made nonattractive. Therefore, 
a circle is drawn around attraction point 48a in FIG. 7 to reflect this state. 

Suppose that the user moves cursor 40 in the direction of arrow A" in this state. In 
this case, with reference to FIG. 4A, if the attraction function is activated in accordance with 
the previously described embodiment, page structural element 24 moves while jumping 
between attraction points along stairstep-like route B in FIG. 7. That's because each cell 
123c in FIG. 7's grid 123 has nine attraction points that can be attractive. Nevertheless, 
because of the nature of the format of grid 123 shown in FIG. 7, when moving along route B 
the text grid inside page structural element 24 often does not match up with the electronic 
document's grid 123, and the layout operation probably becomes complicated and difficult. 
That's because in the FIG. 7 case it's thought desirable to do layout operations with the text 
grid inside page structural element 24 and the electronic document's layout grid 123 always 
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coinciding. The routine shown in FIG. 4B provides a layout editing configuration that can be 
effectively used in exactly this sort of situation. 

That is, decision step S5 in FIG. 4A detects if the "attractive mode correction key" is 
pressed down, and if it decides that the user has set the second attractive operation mode, the 
program branches to the FIG. 4B routine. First of all, it decides if the horizontal position of 
page structural element 24's selected attraction point 48a is "left" or "center" or "right". In 
this case attraction point 48a has a horizontal position on the "left" side (step S21a), so the X 
coordinate of page structural element 24' s selected attraction point 48a is changed to the X 
coordinate of grid cell 123c's top left attraction point tl, which is nearest the probe point (step 
S22a). In addition, the vertical position of page structural element 24's selected attraction 
point 48a is "top" (step S24a), so the Y coordinate of page structural element 24's selected 
attraction point 48a is changed to the Y coordinate of grid cell 123c's top left attraction point 
tl, which is nearest the probe point. By repeating this procedure, page structural element 24 
moves along stairstep-like route C. In this case, when page structural element 24 moves 
intermittently due to attraction, the text grid therein is always kept in a coordinated state with 
layout grid 123. Therefore the attraction distance is relative coarse but the layout operation 
becomes easier to do. 

Incidentally, a key provided on an ordinary keyboard and normally used for switching 
layout editing functions, such as the CTRL key or ALT key, can be used as the "attraction 
mode correction key" that switches between the first and second attractive operation modes 
in this way. In this case, for example, the first attractive operation mode is set when the user 
keeps the specified key pressed down, and the second attractive operation mode is set when 
the key is released. In addition, in another embodiment it is set as an item on a pulldown 
menu, and the operation mode can be set by clicking this with a mouse, or an attractive 
operation mode setting tool can be provided in a tool box. 

Next, some specific configurations that can perform attraction state control in the 
present invention shall be described with reference to FIG. 8. A feature of the present 
invention is that it provides an attraction state control function such that when selecting 
(holding) a page structural element with a plurality of attraction points by clicking with a 
pointing device such as a mouse, etc., only the single attraction point nearest the cursor's 
current position inside the frame of the page structural element is made attractive, but there 
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are a number of configurations for selecting a specified one of the plurality of attraction 
points when doing so. 

For example, in the configuration shown in FIG. 8(A), page structural element 24 has 
frame 41 demarcating a region that includes text or graphic data, etc., and frame 41 can be set 
in an optional shape. In addition, page structural element 24 has rectangular surrounding box 
42, determined by the height and width of frame 41. The surrounding box, by definition, 
always takes the rectangular shape demarcated by the pair of horizontal lines and the pair of 
vertical lines. In addition, page structural element 24 has a plurality (four in this case) of 
attraction points 43a~43d, and in this case one attraction point 43 is disposed in each corner 
of surrounding box 42. Also, in this configuration surrounding box 42 is divided into four 
equal quadrants A1-A4, and the attraction point nearest cursor 40 is selected according to 
which quadrant cursor 40 is positioned in. In addition, it should be noted that cursor 40 
being positioned inside frame 41 is a precondition for setting page structural element 24 in a 
held state by clicking the pointing device. 

FIG. 8(B) shows another configuration of the attraction state control function; in this 
case frame 41 is dispensed with for ease of explanation. In this configuration page structural 
element 24 has eight attraction points 43a~43h, and of these, attraction points 43a~43d are 
disposed at the respective corners of surrounding box 42, and the remaining four attraction 
points 43e~43h are disposed on the respective sides of the surrounding box in the middle 
between corners. In this case too surrounding box 42 is divided into eight equiangular 
quadrants A1-A8 around the center, and the single attraction point is selected according to 
which quadrant cursor 40 is in. 

FIG. 8(C) shows a modification of the FIG. 8(B) embodiment. In this case, circular 
region A9 is formed around the center of surrounding box 42, and when cursor 40 is located 
inside this circular region A9 none of the attraction points is selected. It is sometimes not 
clear which attraction point is selected when the user clicks a pointing device near the center 
of page structural element 24' s frame, so this modification contributes to clarifying which 
attraction point is selected. As shown in this embodiment, the regions associated with each 
attraction point do not all have to have the same shape, and it is possible to provide an empty 
region that is not associated with an attraction point in part of the frame 41 region. 
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The embodiments shown in FIGS. 8(A)~(C) show instances in which a plurality of 
attraction points 43 is disposed on surrounding box 42, but it is also possible to dispose a 
plurality of attraction points 43 on frame 41 as another embodiment. In this case, it is 
possible for the surrounding box 42 to be eliminated. In addition, in the embodiments 
described above the region of page structural element 24's surrounding box 42 (or frame 41) 
was divided, and a single attraction point was selected by deciding which specified region 
cursor 40 was positioned in, but as another configuration it is possible to calculate the linear 
distance between cursor 40 located in the frame and each attraction point and to select the 
attraction point having the smallest linear distance. 

Specific embodiments of the present invention were described in detail above, but the 
present invention is not limited to these specific configurations, and can take various 
modifications without departing from the scope of the present invention. 

A number of embodiments of the invention have been described. Nevertheless, it will 
be understood that various modifications may be made without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention. Accordingly, other embodiments are within the scope of the 
following claims. 
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